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under Phidias, and who built the Parthenon, were
slaves.

The infirmities of popular government, which
consist in its occasional wanton destructiveness, have
been frequently dwelt upon and require less attention.
In the long-run, the most interesting question which
they suggest is, to what social results does the pro-
gressive overthrow of existing institutions promise to
conduct mankind ? I will again quote Mr. Labou-
chere, who is not the less instructive because he may
perhaps be suspected of taking a certain malicious
pleasure in stating roundly what many persons who
employ the same political watchwords as himself are
reluctant to say in public, and possibly shrink from
admitting to themselves in their own minds.

Democrats a,re told that they are dreamers, and why ?
Because they assert that, if power be placed in the hands of
the many, the many will exercise it for their own benefit.
Is it not a still wilder dream to suppose that the many will
in future possess power, and use it not to secure what they
consider to be their interests, but to serve those of others ?
... Is it imagined that artisans in our great manufacturing
towns are so satisfied with their present position that they
will hurry to the polls, to register their votes in favour of a
system which divides us socially, politically, and economically,
into classes, and places them at the bottom with hardly a
possibility of rising ? ... Is the lot (of the agricultural
labourer) so happy a one that he will humbly and cheerfully
affix his cross to the name of the man who tells him that it
can never be changed for the butter ? . . . We know that